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afford them. For high days and holidays, a ring, sometimes as large round as a rupee, and ornamented with pearls, or precious stones, is worn in one of the nostrils; whilst in the other may be a flower-like jewel of 'smaller size. A half-moon shaped ornament is also attached to a nostril. It is not possible to have all these on at one and the same time; but a fair number can be thus worn together.
There are at least four parts of the ear, and sometimes even more, that are pierced to enable the various, ornaments to be attached to it. I have a list of fifteen different kinds of ear-jewels, all known by different names. Some are of ornamented gold, whilst others are richly set with gerns and pearls, according to the means of the owner. Some are for the lobe of the ear and some for the tip and middle of the outer rim, each place being pierced for the purpose. There is also a hole pierced in the little prominence in front of the external opening of the ear which is made to serve the purpose of holding a jewel.
The variety of neck ornaments is very great. I have the names of twenty-four. The style and quality differ very largely. Some are tight bands, fitting close round the neck, usually composed of flat gold beads or tablets strung together on silken or other cord. Amongst poorer people the gold beads are alternated with those of coloured glass. Some of the neck ornaments are loose hanging chains. A very favourite neck jewel is composed of gold coins, English or Australian sovereigns, or French five or ten franc pieces, or the old Indian gold mohur.
There are jewels for the upper part of the arm and for the wrists. Those for the upper part are like bracelets of various kinds. Some are like chains and some are merely plain bands, whilst others are beautifully embossed in various patterns. Others are ornamented with precious stones,